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Canned and Other Well-Packaged Foods Only Foods 
Safe to Eat after Atomic Bomb Explosion, General Says 


Canned foods are not affected by the radio-activity generated by 
atomic bomb explosions, and, if they survive the bomb explosion 
and fire that follows, they and other well-packaged foods would be 
the only safe foods to eat, it was stated this week by Brig. Gen. 
James P. Cooney, chief of the Radiology Branch, Atomic Energy 


Commission. 


General Cooney cautioned, however, 
that the outside of each can or other 
food package should be carefully 
washed off before it is opened so as to 
remove any radioactive dust that may 
have lodged there. 

General Cooney’s statements were 
delivered extemporaneously October 17 
before delegates attending the 33rd 
annual convention of the American 
Dietetic Association in Washington. 
Some 3,000-odd delegates attended the 
ADA sessions. Members of the N.C.A. 
Home Economics Division carried out 
official duties in connection with the 
meetings. 

The fact of canned foods safety 
under atomic bomb attack conditions 
was widely reported in newspapers, 
magazines and wire services. It is ex- 
pected to receive further circulation in 
the published account of the proceed- 


(Please turn te page 302) 


Fish Production Authority 
Delegated to Interior Dept. 


The Secretary of Agriculture on 
October 16 delegated to the Secretary 
of the Interior certain authority un- 
der the Defense Production Act re- 
lating to the production of fishery 
commodities and products. Basic re- 
sponsibilities for food were delegated 
to the Department of Agriculture by 
the President’s Executive Order 10161 
(cee INFORMATION LETTER of Septem- 
ber 16, page 275, and of September 23, 
page 281). 

Certain priority, allocation, claim- 
ant, requisitioning and other functions 
av related to fish production are dele- 
gated under the order. In general, 


the delegation enables the Secretary 
of Interior to encourage production of 
fishery commodities to fulfill require- 


(Please turn te ph 302) 


Convention Room 
Requirements 


Convention room request 
forms are being received at As- 
sociation headquarters. It is 
urged that all members return 
their request forms as soon as 
possible so as to permit an early 
calculation of over-all room re- 
quirements. 


Home Economics Division 
Is Host on ‘Career Day’ 


On visits to seven types of busi- 
ness organizations, including the Na- 
tional Canners Association, outstand- 
ing high school students and their 
vocational guidance councilors learned 
first-hand about careers in home eco- 
nomics during Home Economics Ca- 
reer Day, October 13, in the District 
of Columbia. 

The day was staged as part of a 
national project initiated because the 
demand for home economists exceeds 
the supply of degree-holding women in 
the profession. 


In Washington, the day was spon- 
sored by the District Home Economists 
in Business, and was planned to allow 
for an explanation of each department 
visited and a tour of kitchens and 
other facilities. Starting with radio 
station WTOP, where several girls 
were interviewed, the group moved 
on to visit the home service depart- 
ments of the electric and gas com- 
panies, a department store’s interior 
decorating studios and food service, 
the telephone company food service, 
a hotel training school, and the Na- 
tional Canners Association. Fifteen 
high schools in the Washington area 
participated, with 55 students and 
councilors attending. 


Brannan Sees No Early Need 
For ‘System of Food Controls’ 


Secretary Brannan said this week 
that there is no immediate need for 
“drastic food controls.” 


He also stated that an early insti- 
tution of price controls on food would 
result in higher prices rather than 
lower prices. 


The Secretary’s remarks were con- 
tained in an address before the Na- 
tional Association of Food Chains, 
in convention in Cincinnati October 
17. His was the first official declara- 
tion with regard to food controls au- 
thorized under the Defense 
tion Act. 


On the same day, in addressing the 
Milk Industry Foundation in Atlantic 
City, Ralph 8. Trigg, PMA adminis- 
trator who is in charge of USDA’s 
food control functions under the de- 
fense law, declared that there is no 
need now for control of prices or 
domestic distribution of agricultural 
commodities. 


Salient portions of Secretary Bran- 
nan’s address are quoted: 

“Production is the first line of de- 
fense, price controls the second. 

“The nation’s superb food produc- 
tion rules out Ba | at time 
for a system of food controls. 

deat” 2 up the fut we must 

wi trends. 
Nas, no omen which 
out right now the necessity for drastic 
food controls for as far as we can 


look ahead with 1 In = 
connection, let us all carefully n 
that the authority which 15 


has given — applyi rice controls 

to food expires next — * Rs e, about eight 
months from now. 

“Let me make it perfectly plain 

ph § I cannot say at this time that 

forward for eight months 

without ‘ood controls. But industry 


vernment, worki — 
with the support of — con- 
(Please turn to page 302) 


QMC Field Buyer 


A third field buyer has been em- 
ployed by the Chicago Quartermaster 
Purchasing Office. He is Kenneth 
Benson of Milwaukee, Wis., who will 
make contact with canners in that 
area. 


information Letter 


DEFENSE 


Petroleum Administration 


The Petroleum Administration for 
Defense has been created in the De- 
partment of Interior to carry out the 
functions under the Defense Produc- 
tion Act assigned by the President 
with regard to petroleum and gas. 
Secretary Oscar L. Chapman desig- 
nated himself as Administrator. 


NPA Staff Appointments 


Recent appointments to positions 
with the National Production Author- 
ity have been announced as follows: 


Nathaniel Knowles, since 1948 di- 
rector of the Division of Statistics 
and Reports in ECA, to be a Staff 
Assistant in the Division of Statistics 
and Reports. 

Glen Ireland, vice president and 
general manager of the Pacific Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company, North- 
ern California and Nevada Area, to be 
an Assistant to the Administrator. 


Joseph Sumner Bates of Media, Pa., 
president of the Bates Chemical Com- 
pany, to be Director of the Chemical 
Division. He was connected with 
WPB’s Chemical Division. 

Charles E. Kohlhepp of Milwaukee, 
president of the Wisconsin Public 
Service Corporation, to be a consultant 
to assist with organization of the Pro- 
gram Bureau. He was in the WPB, 
first in the Office of War Utilities and 
then as director of the Program Bu- 
reau and vice chairman of the Re- 
quirements Committee. 


Fish Production Authority 
(Concluded from page 301) 


ments for military, essential civilian, 
and foreign needs as may be deter- 
mined by the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture. 

Claimant and requisitioning func- 
tions, if used, will be coordinated be- 
tween the two departments. Accord- 
ing to an announcement, the Secretary 
of Agriculture retains responsibility 
for tin container supply and materials 
and facilities used in common for proc- 
essing fish and other foods, and for 
any fish procurement and distribution 
actions which might be necessary. 

The delegation is designed to en- 
sure full utilization of the technical 
knowledge and experience of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service of the Interior 
Department in the production of nec- 
essary fishery products. 


Brannan on Food Controls 
(Concluded from page 301) 


sumers, can take steps which may 
avert the need for controls. Certainly 
we can ease the necessity and fight 
a delaying action ainst the infla- 
tionary forces which are likely to 
make food the pressure point in our 
economy. It is our job to see to it 
that we are strong enough at this 
point to absorb the pressure of in- 
creasing demand when more purchas- 
ing power moves into the food market. 


my the family market basket 
can be filled at prices lower than the 
lowest . that could be put on. 
We can find the explanation in the 
Defense Production Act. Under its 
rovisions, ceilings on food can be no 
ower than parity or the highest price 
for the 30 days preceding June 24, 
the date of the Korean outbreak. 


“Most people would be startled to 
learn that, although the general level 
of farm prices is above parity, the 
farm prices of nearly all f com- 
modities are below parity right now, 
including such major cost-of-living 
items as pork, milk, butterfat, eggs, 
and r among the livestock prod- 
ucts, all the cereals, and the major 
—— and vegetables, including po- 
8. 


“It is true that prices of beef cattle, 
lambs, and veal calves are above 
parity. But they also were above 


Convention Schedule 
(Tentative) 


Program details for the 
N. C. A. 1951 Convention are be- 
ing worked out. As they are 
finalized they will be announced 
and added to this tentative 
schedule of principal events. 
The schedule of N. C. A. meetin 
as given below is subject to addi- 
tion and revision. 

Feb. 15—Budget Committee. 


Feb. 16—Research Committee, 
Raw Products Committee, Label- 
— Committee, Convention Com- 
mittee, Home Economies Com- 
mittee, Buildings Committee, and 
Administrative Council luncheon 
and meeting. 

Feb. 17—Fishery Products 
Committee, Resolutions Com- 
mittee, Board of Directors: Ex- 
ecutive Session (a.m.), Lunch 
(m), Open Session (p.m.); and 
Research Smoker. 

Feb. 18—General Session and 
State Secretaries Dinner. 

Feb. 19—Raw Products Con- 
ferences, Laboratory Confer- 
ences, Fishery Products Confer- 
ence, and Raw Products Smoker. 


Feb, 20—Joint Laboratory and 
Raw Products Conference. 


arity in late May and early June. 

ere the test is whether present prices 
are higher or lower than they were 
then. The recent prices of steers 
and lambs are, in fact, very close to 
the pre-Korean prices. Usually the 
margin has been a dollar or less per 
hundred pounds, and in some markets 
and for some grades the advantage 
lay with the earlier prices. 


“If going food prices were replaced 
the lowest ceilin ible under 
the law, the cost of iv ng would rise 
rather than fall. This is the situation 
today. It will continue to be the situa- 
tion as long as our supplies are larger 
than our requirements. 


Let's complete our review of food 
rices by looking briefly into the fu- 
ure. 

“The outlook for the next several 

months—well into the first quarter 
of next year—is plainly discernible. 


“The best-informed judgment at our 
command forecasts an upward trend 
in over-all food prices. But the rise 
will be held to moderate size by the 
ample supplies of food on hand and 
by the equally real fact that meat 
prices are going down.” 


Farm Housing Loans 


Credit controls affecting loans for 
farm houses made by the Farmers 
Home Administration have been estab- 
lished by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture under authority of the 
Defense Production Act. 


Where the credit needed for con- 
structing or repairing a farm house 
exceeds $2,500, a loan may not be 
made for the full amount, and the 
maximum repayment period will be 
shortened. All loan limits will be 
based on a percentage of the transac- 
tion price of the dwelling, 


Safe Foods to Eat 
(Concluded from page 301) 


ings of the convention to be carried 
in The Journal of the American Die- 
tetic Association. It will thus come 
to the attention of dietitians in widely 
scattered positions in fields of educa- 
tion, health, industry, and government 
who are pledged professionally to ad- 
vance the nutrition and health prac- 
tices of the nation. 


The Emergency Council of Food 
and Drug Officials of the Northeast 
States was told recently by another 
authority that canned foods are safe 
to eat after atomic explosions, pro- 
vided the packages have not been 
broken. This statement was made by 
Dr. Simon Kinsman, senior scientist 
of the U. S. Public Health Service. 
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October 21, 1930 


PROCUREMENT 


QMC Citrus Requirements 


Estimated requirements for canned 
citrus fruits and juices from the 1950- 
51 pack have been raised by the QMC. 
In pounds, requirements are: 
Orange juice 34,114,000 
Blended juice 
Grapefruit juice 


Grapefruit segments 14.027,00 


Invitations for Bids 


Offices—1819 


0 rtermaster Purchasing 
III.; Oak - 


est Pershing Road, C 9. 
land Army Base, Oakland 14, f. 
Veterans — — Divi- 
sion, Veterans Administration, Wash. 25, D. C. 
Purchase Division, Federal Supply 1 
General Serviews Administration, 7th and B 
Streets, 8. , Washington 25, D. C. 


The Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act will 
apply to all operations performed after the 
date of notice of award if the total value of 

a contract is $10,000 or over. 

The QMC has invited sealed bids to furnish 
the following: 

Peans—quantities in No, 10 and No, 2 
cans, Bids due in Oukland by Oct. 23 ( 
04-408-61-126, -127 and -128). 

’Lums—quantities in No. 10 cans. Bids 
in Oakland by Nov. 2 (QM-04-493-51-126). 

RSP en juantities No, 10 cans. 
—5 due in Oakland by Nov. 2 (QM-04-493-51- 


uantities in 2 or 
in Oakland by Nov. (QM- 


uantities in No, 10 or No. 2 
Oaklan 


d by Nov. 6 ( 
04-493-51-137). 
Cunt Sauce—quantities in 12-02, bottles. 
a due in Oakland by Nov. 8 (QM-04-493- 
142). 
in No. 1 Bids 
due in Chicago by Oct. 23 (Qht-11-000-61-881). 
Conn—quantities in No, 2 or 303 cans. Bids 
due in Chicago by Oct. 23 D 
PuMPKIN—quantities in No. 
due in Chicago by Oct. 23 (Giese. 
Bacon—quantities in 24-0. Bids 
in Chicago by Oct. 23 — 
in 
200). Bids due in Chicago tye Oct, 28 it. 
000-561-963), 


cana, 
04-493-51- on 
RACHES 
cans. Bids due in 


mas—quantities in No. 10 cans. Bids 

in Chicago by Oct. 24 (QM-11-009-51-880). 
Lima Brans—quantities in No. 10 cans. Bids 
due in Chicago by Oct. 24 (QM-~-11-009-561-836). 
Gnarurnutr Juice—quantities in 46-02. cans. 
ae due in Chicago by Oct. 24 (QM-11-009-61- 


Sauce—quantities in 1-lb, cans. 

Bids due in Chicago by Oct. 26 (QM-11-009-51- 
823 and 826). 

CannoTs—quantities in No. 10 ＋ No. 2 cans. 
Bids due in Chicago by Oct. 25 (QM-11-009- 
61-041, 942 and 948). 

Tomato Purse—quantities in 
Bids due in Chicago by Oct, 27 
61-834), 

Tomato Jus quantities 
nid, due in by Oct. 27 
61-885). 

Jam—quantities in No, 10 cans. Bids due in 
Chicago by Oct. 27 (QM-11-000-61-924). 
ee in No. 10 cans. 
due in Chicago by Oct. n 


„N 10 cans. 
(QM-11-009- 


1-009: 


in Chicago by Fer 30 ee — 


in No. 2% Bids 
by Oct. 30 (QM 886118 


. in No. 10 cans. 
due by Nov. 14 


The Veterans Administration has 
sealed bids to furnish the following: 


Pracnes—quantities of in No. 2 
or No, 2% cans and pack in No. 10 or 
other cans. Bids due by Oct. 31 (8-107). 

Bu — N of water-pack in No. 
10 or No. 2 cans. Bids due by Oct. 31 (8-108). 

PLums—quantities of water-pack in No. 2 or 
No, 2% cans and syru & other 
cans, ds due by Nor. 1 (8-110). 

Arrius BuTrer—quan in 175 10 or other 
cans. Bids due by Nov. LS. 1). 

Fruit Cockran—auantities 
other cans. Bids due by Nov. : 


invited 


No. 


Tomato Paste for USDA 


Because of the lack of acceptable of- 
fers on its recent invitation for bids, 
the Production and Marketing Admin- 
istration will not buy any tomato paste 
of the 1950 pack. 


PERSONNEL 


Dr. G. Ivor Jones on Staff 


Of N.C.A. Northwest Branch 


Dr. G. Ivor Jones has joined the 
staff of the Northwest Branch of the 
N. C. A., in Seattle, as a chemist. 


Dr. Jones is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Washington, where he re- 
ceived his bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctor’s degrees, in 1930, 1932, and 
1934. He spent several years in the 
laboratories of the Food and Drug 
Administration in Washington, D. C.; 
five years in the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture research laboratory at 
Albany, Calif.; and for the last five 
years has been employed as a bio- 
chemist in the Fisheries Technological 
Laboratory of the U. 8. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 


Comstock Appoints O’Neil 


Comstock Canning Corporation, 
Newark, N. Y., has announced through 
H. J. Torrey, vice president in charge 
of sales, that Dave O'Neil has been 
appointed to act as divisional sales 
representative for the Middle West 
territory. Mr. O’Neal has been asso- 
ciated for over 25 years with the sales 
department of the Snider Packing 
Corporation and the Birds Eye-Snider 
Division of General Foods Corp. 


Texas Canners Association 


The Texas Canners Association re- 
cently elected the following officers at 
the association’s annual convention: 


President—Van C. Snell, Harlingen 
Canning Co., Harlingen; vice presi- 
dent—W. J. Carter, Alamo Products 
Co., Alamo; treasurer—Clyde I. 
Young, L. Maxcy Texas Corp., Wes- 
laco (reelected); and executive sec- 
retary—J. Overby Smith, Weslaco 
(reelected). 


New Association Members 


The following firms have been ad- 
mitted into membership in the N. C. A. 
since September 9, 1950: 


MOLLY Prronm — Oo., P. O. Box 411 
Mount Holly Spri Produet—Tomatoes. 
Officer—Carey 


wrary-tr 


Paciric 
pias’ — 730 — 


cere—John — ugust 
Mike Barovic, John N. 


uInG Company, 308 Marion 
Factory Belling 


Sraarts Fian 
. A. Ritter, 


— Salmon. Officer—W 


NATIONAL FARMERS UNION Conpora- 
TION (Food Processing Division)” 615 East Pio- 
neer St., P. O. Box 8650, Puyallup, Wash. 

„ rasp en. 
present: C. E. Huff, 


STATISTICS 


1949 Grape Juice Pack 


The total U. S. tonnage of grapes 
pressed for grape juice in 1949 has 
been compiled by the Association’s 
Division of Statistics. This is the 
first published compilation of the ton- 
nage of grapes pressed for juice. 


State 


By computing the grape juice 
pressed from these tonnage figures 
as 60 cases per ton (3 gallons per 
case) the 1949-50 potential grape juice 
pack to be bottled out of the 1949 crop 
would equal approximately 3,360,120 
cases (12 quarts or 24 pints). 
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TRAFFIC 
Defense Transportation 


Three former officials of the Office 
of Defense Transportation have been 
appointed to the new Defense Trans- 
portation Administration. They are: 


Homer C. King, deputy administra- 
tor; W. S. Rainville, executive assist- 
ant; and F. A. Silver, general counsel, 
They will work under James K. Knud- 
son, DTA Administrator. 


RESEARCH 


Coordinating the Marketing 
Of Florida Citrus Fruit 


A central association can make its 
greatest contribution to the Florida 
citrus industry as a bargaining agency 
for processed fruit and as a market 
information agency for fresh fruit, 
according to a report issued by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture. 


George H. Goldsborough made the 
study. It is published as Miscellane- 
ous Report 143 of the Farm Credit 
Administration under the title “Co- 
ordinating the Marketing of Florida 
Citrus Fruit.” 


The author drew his conclusions 
from data obtained from 80 Florida 
fresh citrus fruit shippers who market 
about 75 percent of the fruit for fresh 
consumption, and 34 citrus processors 
who handle 95 percent of the fruit 
processed. He also consulted eight 
non-operating Florida citrus industry 
leaders and 61 representatives of the 
fresh citrus fruit buying trade. The 
study was made under the Research 
and Marketing Act and covered ma- 
terial based on the 1948-49 season. 


Of those expressing opinions on the 
need for establishing an industry 
marketing organization, 93 percent 
favored the development of such a 
central marketing program. 

The study goes into considerable 
detail on the methods of selling used 
by Florida fresh fruit shippers and 
processors. It also gives some com- 
parisons on the relative efficiency of 
the Florida and California fresh fruit 
marketing systems. 


In general, the author recommends, 
the bargaining activities of a central 
association in the field of pricing 
should be confined to fruit for process- 
ing. The numerous points where 
prices are negotiated for fruit for 


fresh consumption would make this 
type of activity impractical for fresh 
fruit, the author said. He suggested 
that a central organization should 
consider working out a common con- 
tract to be used by grower-members 
and processors for handling fruit for 
processing. 


Forthcoming Meetings 


October 23-25—Packaging Institute, 12th A 
ae Forum, Hotel ow Yoru 


6—Wisconsin Canners 
of Wisconsin, Cannery Field- 
ree, University of Wisconsin, 


and Universi 
men's Short 
Madison 
November 10—Ozark Canners Association, Fall 
Meeting, Ward Hotel, Fort Smith, Ark. 
November 13-14—Wisconsin Canners Associa- 
tion, 46th Annual Convention, Schroeder 
Hotel, Milwaukee 
November of 
America, Inc., Annual 
toria Hotel, New York City 
November 15-17—Northwest Branch, National 
Annual Meeting of Ad- 
together with 87th Annual 
Convention, 4 of Pacific Fisheries, 
Santa Biltmore Hotel, Santa Bar- 
bara, Calif, 


November 16-17—Indiana Canners Association, 
Angee Convention, Claypool Hotel, Indian- 
November 17—Special Tomato Color Confer- 
ence, N.C.A. Headquarters, Washington, D. C. 
November Canners Associa- 
— Fall Meeting, tlind Hotel, Grand 


Novem vania Canners Asso- 
ciation, 36th Annual Meeting, Penn Harris 
Hotel, Harrisburg 


November 20-21—lowa-Nebraska Canners Asso- 
tion, Annual Convention, Hotel Savery, 
Des Moines 
November 27— Illinois Canners Association, An- 
nual Fall Meeting, Bismarck Hotel, Chicago 
December Ty | Canners Association, An- 
nual Meeting, Falmouth Hotel, Portland 


ber 20-21—Pen 


nn ing, Hotel 
Canners 


_ Annual donee otel De Soto, Savannah 


12—Mi ota Canners Association 
Meeting, Hotel Radisson, Min- 


December 12-18—Ohio Canners Association 
Annual Convention, Deshler-Wallick Hotel, 
Columbus 


February 1-2—Ozark Canners Association, 43rd 
Annual Convention, Colonial Hotel, Spring- 
field, Mo. 

February 12-13—Canadian Food Processors As- 
sociation, Annual Convention, Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel, Montreal 

February 17-24—Annual Conventions of National 
Assoc n, an nning Mac up- 
plies Association Chicago, tik 


FARM PRODUCTS 
Sweetpotato Purchase Program 


“In order to encourage the domestic 
consumption of sweetpotatoes by di- 
verting them from the normal chan- 
nels of trade,” the Production and 
Marketing Administration of USDA 
will purchase sweetpotatoes during 
the present fiscal year. Purchases 
will be made only in instances where 
surpluses exist, and subject to limita- 
tions imposed by the capacity of avail- 
able outlets to utilize supplies without 
waste, and by the amount of funds 
available for such purchases. 


The purchase program was an- 
nounced in the Federal Register of 
October 17. 
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